
TESTIMONY FOR THE PASSEURS-BY OF MEMORY, BY 
FRANIA EISENBACH HAVERLAND 

On Monday March 14th, in the early 

afternoon, the pupils of three classes 

of 3ème in Les Ormeaux, who 

seemed very interested, had the 

chance and the honour to attend the 

unique testimony of Mrs Frania 

Eisenbach, a former deportee of the 

Second World War.  

The meeting took place in the 

schoolxx multi-purpose room and 

took the form of a lecture-show, that 

is to say a small production in which 

some passages from Mrs. Eisenbach's 

book, "Tant que je vivrai" (As long as 

I live), were interspersed with 

musical interludes, poems, and the 

testimony of one of Frania's friends. 

The spellbinding voice of the readers 

held the audience speechless for 

about an hour, as they learned that 

the fantastic woman was 

successively deported to four 

different concentration camps, 

including the infamous Auschwitz-

Birkenau. Then, Mrs Eisenbach made 

her entrance, at the height of her 96 

years, with her memories and 

emotions to share, as well as with the 

idea of training students to become 

"passers-by of memory". This great 

woman, who remains a true force of 

nature, if we consider the ordeals she 

endured and overcame, won over the 

students as well as the teachers. The 

meeting ended with an opportunity 

for the students to talk more 

personally with Frania, as well as 

photograph her?  

Opinions were given by the pupils who had benefited from Frania 

Eisenbach Haverland's testimony, and several ones were returned. 

First of all, the narrative and musical staging seemed surprising at 

first, but the reading skills of the speakers, the musical talent of one 

of them and the chronological and organised interweaving of ideas 

charmed the audience and made them capable of becoming 

Frania's "passers-by of memory". Then, when the sympathetic 

woman was speaking, xxx pupils were happy to be able to question 

their interlocutor, who gave them a lot of information. Moreover, 

the testimony was all the more touching because it was told in 

details by the former deportee, a strong woman with splendid 

character and values; her words aroused a lot of emotions, from 

laughter to tears, and taught us the profound truth. Finally, as the 

majority of the audience was won over by all these people, some of 

them assured us that they would fulfil their role as "passers-by of 

memory" for the young people so loved by Frania, and that they 

would do everything to ensure that the former deportee's favourite 

phrase would come true one day soon: "never again!”. 


